Configuration:

Initially you should create one or more configurations using Trade-Ideas Pro.  Use the “Collaborate…” option to copy the configuration out of Trade-Ideas Pro.  Use the web page http://www.trade-ideas.com/Zecco/Config.php to send the configurations that you want to our server.

When prompted you should enter “Zecco1” as your username and “Z999_” as your password.

Notice the window name field.  This is not directly used by our software.  We record that value and then pass it back to you.  If you want 5 distinct feeds, you can use the window name to say which feed each alert configuration is part of.

Input (to TI):

Send an HTTP request to the following URL

http://www.trade-ideas.com/Zecco/Data.php?username=Zecco1&password=Z999_&padding=1&max_time=30&start_after=17077186

· username – For simplicity I've only assigned you one, “Zecco1”.  You can break this stream up into smaller pieces for your individual users.

· password – Currently fixed at “Z999_”.  

· max_time – May be helpful in testing.  Specify a time.  The script will stop after approximately that many seconds.  If you omit this item you could potentially get results forever.  Note:  Sometimes the connection will break.  You should always be prepared to reconnect if the socket is closed.

· padding – Set this to 1 if you want to get some padding at the top of the output.  Omit this item to skip the padding.  This is useful when you are using MS Internet Explorer to see the data.

· start_after – Initially this should be omitted.  You will start receiving alerts from the current time.  When the software is running, it will give you a value for start_after.  If the connection is broken, you should give us back the last value you’ve received for start_after.  That way you can pick up exactly where you left off.

Output (from TI):

You need to monitor the body of the HTTP response.  We don’t send any interesting HTTP headers.

We send a series of messages.  Each message is terminated by a Unix new-line character.  Each message is a valid (but very simple) XML document.

Sometimes the top level tag may be “ERROR”.  In this case we might have a “NOTES” attributes with human readable notes.  There will be an attribute “RETRY” which will be 0 or 1.  1 means that an automatic retry makes sense after a brief pause.  0 means that some manual intervention is required.  Mess up the password if you want to see an example of this.

Sometimes the top level tag may be “PADDING”.  Ignore this message.

Sometimes the top level tag may be “DATA”.  This contains the alerts.  The top level tag will have an attribute “start_after”.  You should record the last value of this.  If you have to reconnect, then return this value to us.  To be safe, you should not try to interpret this is any way.  It’s just a string.  Give it back to us exactly as we gave it to you.

The DATA tag will have 0 or more internal tags of type “ALERT”.  Each ALERT tag will have five attributes “SYMBOL”, “TIME”, “DESCRIPTION”, “CATEGORY”, “EXCHANGE”, and “TYPE”.  Time is sent in the standard C/Unix format.  Category is the window name from when you created the configuration.

Type is a short code describing the alert_type.  This corresponds to an icon in our software.  An example would be “NHP” for “New High Price”.  You can find the icon corresponding to a type code by going to “http://static.trade-ideas.com/Alerts/NHP.gif”.  You can find the help by going to “http://www.trade-ideas.com/Help.html#NHP”.  That works for any of the type codes.  If you want to go the other direction, start from the top of http://www.trade-ideas.com/Help.html and click on an icon; the url will show you the type code for that alert.  The type code will always be simple enough that you can add it to a URL or an HTML document without quoting it.

We are currently sending a message at least once every 15 seconds.  If you don’t receive a message in 30 seconds, you can break the connection and try again.  You will receive messages more quickly if data is available.

